Pete Beeman, Treasure Hunt, Washington D.C., 2016

Treasure Hunt
A collection of 22 objects, one for each letter in HEARST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, scattered around the school campus, affixed to the building
and grounds. A central poem suggests each object, so students can seek out all of the objects in a permanent treasure hunt. Commissioned

by the DGS for Hearst Elementary School in Washington DC.
Minor Points of Interest i manf )
5. Main Street Subtleties -
Develop a list of potential sites and small spaces for
placemaking interventions and 2D artworks. Alleyway
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should all be considered for small but interesting artworks.
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6. Provide unique and cohesive wayfinding that identifies
this location on the Grand Connection route, the immediate
cultural amenities, and identifies the adjoining hubs.
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Action Plan for Implementation
First move: 2018

Develop the Main Street Program with performances
and evening art walks in collaboration with merchants
and property owners to activate the neighborhood for
the Bellwether Program.

Short term: 2019 — 2020

Pursue opportunities for Main Street Subtleties that can

be incorporated into existing and planned infrastructure.

Create Main Street Parklets for performance and artistic
interventions to coordinate with exiting events.

Make artist-designed wayfinding improvements specific
to the Grand Connection.

Mid term: 2021 — Ongoing

Integrate and artist into the design team of the
Meydenbauer Park Phase Il project.

Commission artist for the Main Street Foundation to
bring awareness to the proximity of the new park.

VIVA Vancouver is a program that transforms road spaces into vibrant
pedestrian spaces.

In collaboration with community groups, local businesses, and
regional partners, VIVA facilitates short- and long-term street closures
throughout the year, creating public spaces for walking, lounging, and
lunching.

Each summer Vancouver works to create vibrant pedestrian spaces
to help people make the best of the good weather and sunshine.

The VIVA Vancouver program supports parklets, hosts concerts and
events and also closes down the entire 800-block Robson Street for
a pedestrian-only plaza. Each year in this ped-zone is a new custom
installation to engage passersby. This year, Urban Reef won the
design competition, which included 78 entries from around the world.
Local designers, Kaz Bemner, Jeremiah Deutscher, Michael Siy and
Kenneth Navarra, are behind the prefab and modular Urban Reef
installation.

These spaces enhance the city’s sense of community, encourage
walking and cycling, and benefit local businesses.

The modular bench seating is built from computer-designed and
CNC-cut wooden segments that gradually morph to create a variety
of engaging shapes. Sit on the bench segments, lounge on flatter
areas or stand next to taller segments to eat street food from nearby
vendors. The three benches curve around informal performance
spaces and encourage socializing and engagement. The segments
were efficiently prefabricated off site to minimize waste, and off-cuts
of the locally-sourced wood were donated to a local art school.

Once on site, the segments were put together quickly and reduced
overall construction time. Once summer is over and Robson Street
is returned to the cars, Urban Reef can be moved to another park for
permanent installation.

Resources:

http://www.inhabitat.com
http://www.vancouver.ca/streets-transportation

Kaz Bemner, Jeremiah Deutscher, Michael Siy and Kenneth Navarra, Urban Reef, Vancouver, B.C., 2014



ACTION PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Developing a vibrant cultural corridor will need a
combination of major and minor investments in people,
programs, public art, and publicity. Big Moves are major
opportunities that will set the architecture of the cultural
corridor and are priorities in the short and long term. First
Moves are designed as tactical interventions to quickly
express the possibilities of the cultural corridor without
significant resources. For detailed information about short
term and mid-term actions, please see the opportunities
for events and programs and public art sections.

BIG MOVES

Adopt This Plan

This plan represents a bold vision for how art and culture
can be integrated into the future of the Grand Connection
and integral to its success.

Grand Connection Arts Program

A new standalone arts program will create the framework
for partners to collaborate to foster a lively, year-round
arts scene. This comprehensive yet flexible program

will coordinate partnerships, new programs and joint
marketing for arts and events along the route.

City View Gateway & Plaza

Create a unique entrance to the Grand Connection with

a large sculptural work and plaza marking the starting
point of cultural corridor. This area also provides great
opportunities for dramatic views of the downtown Bellevue
skyline.

Incubator and Cultural Arts Facility

The purpose of this facility is to create a home for
Bellevue’s arts and innovation community and provide
space for inexpensive offices, a flat-floor public assembly
space for 100 to 250 people, independent retail, and a
public outdoor area that energizes Wilburton. This space
can house artists, multicultural performances, non-profits,
pop-up retail, and entrepreneur meetups, among many
civic uses.

Transit Center Roof

The roofline of the Bellevue Transit Center is a defining
feature of the civic center. Artists could illuminate both the
interior and exterior of the Transit Center with color and
lighting elements that change and respond to the season
and important community events in the civic plaza.

The Lights at Compass Plaza

As Compass Plaza redevelops, a new signature sculpture
will anchor this public space as a year round, 18 hour a
day cultural destination. An artwork that incorporates light
and innovative materiality will add to its urban character
and could be integrated into the surrounding buildings on
the plaza edge or within the public space.

Bellevue Way Beacon

Bellevue’s signature art institution — the Bellevue Arts
Museum — and event — Snowflake Lane — are located at the
corner of Bellevue Way and NE 6th Street. A new signature
sculpture at the entrance to Bellevue Square Mall will
reinforce the cultural importance of this location.

The NE 6th Street Canopy

As a vital link between the Bellevue Connection and
Compass Plaza to the east and Bellevue Arts Museum

and Bellevue Square Mall to the West, an artist-designed
canopy will turn the current “pass-through” into a signature
promenade.

Downtown Park Gateway

Design, fabricate, and install a permanent sculptural
tower or gateway to Downtown Park to create a significant
entrance to the park at the intersection of NE 4th and
Bellevue Way. The gateway should serve as a welcoming
beacon to the park as well as a recognizable landmark.

Main Street Fountain

Phase Il of Meydenbauer Bay Park will develop 100th Ave
NE beginning at Main Street. A large sculpture or artist-
designed fountain integrated into the streetscape or park
at the intersection of Main Street and 100th Ave NE will
provide the visual cue to pedestrians and visitors that there
is water and more to see around the corner.

FIRST MOVES

Bellwether 2018

Re-imagine Bellwether as an annual 10-day curated
multi-disciplinary exhibition and festival that explores the
theme of connection as laid out in the Grand Connection
Vision Plan. Use the program to lay the foundations of

a new Grand Connection Arts Program including new
cultural plinths at Downtown Park, partnerships for a new
mural program along the Garden Hill Climb, and joint
programming with the Bellevue Arts Museum ARTSFair at
NE 6th Street.

Eastside Rail Corridor Connection

Claim the cultural corridor with Big Top Grand Stand
by SuttonBeresCuller installed at future plaza site for
inspiration and testing. Temporarily activate this space
with a large, colorful, highly visible work viewable from
civic center area. Host small events targeted to area
businesses, residents, and workers with the aim of
community building and collaboration.

Civic Center

Collaborate with Meydenbauer Center to develop

The Stoop and programming specific to the Grand
Connection within the lobby. Expand Storefronts program
at Meydenbauer Center to utilize all of the windows and
doors from the parking garage to the corner of NE 6th and
112th NE.
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Compass Plaza & Garden Hill Climb

Integrate an artist into design team to develop the Art
Crosswalk at 106th Avenue. Colorful artistic treatments will
enhance Bellevue’s identity as a fun, dynamic pedestrian
friendly destination.

Street As Plaza

Pilot the 6th Street Market concept as a cultural plinth by
hosting the Bellevue Arts Museum ARTS Fair on Bellevue
Way and NE 6th Street.

Downtown Park

Integrate artists into design team of NE 4th Street entry
plaza project for the Downtown Park Gateway and
raised-intersection at NE 4th Street and Bellevue Way.
Commission a temporary summer pavilion at the “Setts” for
Bellwether 2018.

Main Street Plaza & Meydenbauer Bay Park

Develop the Main Street Program with performances and
evening art walks in collaboration with merchants and
property owners to activate the neighborhood for the
Bellwether Program.

SHORT TERM: 2018 — 2020

Explore program partnerships with the King County Library
Regional Library’s new maker-space for an Emerging Artist
Program and with merchants and property owners along
the route for evening art walks. Make upgrades to NE 6th
between Bellevue Way and 106th Ave NE to be activated
as a festival street including replacing the sidewalk

art installation, adding light pole installations and new
wayfinding. Develop and support an artist community in
Wilburton by opening an arts incubator at Lincoln Center.

MID-TERM: 2021 — Ongoing

Refresh Compass Plaza as it redevelops by replacing
Bellgate and City Within A City artworks with a major

new signature light-based artwork and temporary artist-
designed canopies. Partner with Bellevue Square to
commission a new major sculpture to act as beacon at the
Bellevue Way and NE 6th Street entrance. Commission
artistic treatments west of 1-405 including along the
columns and guideway of future light rail crossing, a
cultural plinth and community hub at the redeveloped
Lincoln Center Property for events and performances, and
a signature gateway artwork at ERC connection to act as
entryway to the Grand Connection.
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SuttonBereSCuller=@epartment Of Bearing and Orientation, Street Musicians Festival, Novi Sad, Serbia, 2016




